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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, July 16, 2021, at 9 a.m. 

Senate 
THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and light, we are in 

Your hands and rejoice because of the 
power of Your presence. 

Lord, we are grateful that You have 
promised never to leave us. In the chal-
lenge of decision making, with its fluc-
tuating intricacies, give each law-
maker a deeper appreciation for culti-
vating a conscience void of offense to-
ward You and humanity. 

Today, show mercy to the Members 
of this legislative body. Lord, let Your 
sovereign hand be over them, and Your 
Holy Spirit be with them, directing all 
their thoughts, words, and works for 
Your glory. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of J. Nellie Liang, 
of Maryland, to be an Under Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Nevada. 

Ms. ROSEN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ROSEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

AMERICAN JOBS AND FAMILIES PLAN 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
every Senator, from every State, has 
witnessed the hollowing out of the mid-
dle class over the past few decades. 
Globalization and technology have 

changed the way that Americans work 
and compete. Productivity increased, 
but wages for the bottom 70 percent 
stagnated in this century, in this 20 
years. Income equality spiked as 
wealth agglomerated to the top. 

The financial crisis and the COVID 
pandemic heaped additional hardship 
on middle-class families that were al-
ready falling behind. The changes in 
the world—the swirling changes, eco-
nomic and social—have made it harder 
to stay in the middle class and have 
made it harder to get to the middle 
class. 

We Democrats feel an obligation to 
make it easier for those in the middle 
class to enjoy that middle-class life 
and stay there and for those struggling 
to get into the middle class to have 
those ladders so they can climb up to 
get there. 

These are exciting and fundamental 
times to be here in the Senate. In 
short, we have a lot to do to restore the 
fundamental American promise of op-
portunity and economic mobility—the 
faith that, through hard work, any 
American can build a better life for 
themselves, their families, their chil-
dren, and then pass even greater oppor-
tunity on to their children. That is the 
American dream. It has been fading, 
and that has allowed demagoguery and 
nastiness and divisiveness to become 
too great a part of our politics. 

We want to restore that sunny opti-
mism that Americans have always had, 
and that is why we are so intent on 
moving forward this month. The idea 
that Americans can build a better life 
for themselves and pass greater oppor-
tunity to their children is at the heart 
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